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President’s Message

Dear Parents of Appointees
to the USAFA Class of 2015
Congratulations! Your son or daughter has been offered an appointment to the United States Air Force Academy Class of 2015.  This recognition is a true honor, and you have every right to be proud.  Your child’s talents, abilities, hard work, and achievements have paid off. 

This is the beginning of an unprecedented adventure for your son or daughter and for you.  Four years from now, this year’s class of cadets will emerge from the Air Force Academy as mature young men and women ready to serve their country as newly commissioned second lieutenants.  In the process, they will have received unsurpassed military training and an academic education from one of the country’s premier academic institutions.  They will be well prepared for their first assignment.
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The U.S. Air Force Academy Parents’ Association of the National Capital Area and the Admissions Liaison Officers of Northern Virginia, D.C., and Maryland would like to invite you to our luncheon in honor of the Appointees to the Class of 2015.  

It will be held Saturday, June 4, 2011, at the Hilton Garden Inn Baltimore/Arundel Mills.  Appointees will be the guests of the Parents’ Association.  Parents (and other guests, space permitting) attend at a cost of $35 per person.
We are in the process of inviting an Air Force General Officer and Academy Graduate to be our speaker this year and will present your Appointee with his or her certificate. Don’t miss this event as your Appointee begins their exciting USAFA journey.

The reception begins at 11:00 AM during which we hope to have current cadets available for individual Q&A.  The luncheon and program begin at 12:00 PM.  As part of the program, your Appointee will be presented with a certificate from the Association that includes a single gold bar of a second lieutenant. 

The Appointee Recognition Luncheon is a very memorable and enjoyable event. The reservation form is included in this newsletter on page 9. We look forward to having you join us.



Four years ago, our son, John Richard, entered the Air Force Academy.  It can be a difficult summer to get through as parents. Your only contact with your son or daughter is through the U.S. Postal Service and that one precious phone call in the middle of Basic Cadet Training (BCT). My wife and I couldn’t wait to attend the July Parents’ Club picnic so that we could talk to other USAFA Parents’ Association parents.  There is a certain need to connect to other parents who are going through the same thing.  The Parents’ Association parents of the upper class cadets were very helpful in answering our questions. 

Our Parents’ Association is a club made up of parents of other cadets from the National Capital Area.  This year, we are pleased to be able to invite you, as parents of a prospective Air Force Academy cadet, to join the U.S. Air Force Academy Parents’ Association of the National Capital Area. You will find a membership application form in this Newsletter.  We know that you will find, as we have, that joining and participating in the Parents’ Club is a fun and worthwhile experience and a beneficial investment of time and effort.  

How do we know this?

1.  The Association Members Are Just Like You.   Our Club supports parents who live in Northern Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia.  We are about 172 families strong, composed of parents of the 30-40 cadets in each class from our area, plus parents of cadets who have already graduated. 

2.  The Primary Purpose of the Association is Mutual Support.  The first year is tough on the doolies and their families.  It is physically rigorous and mentally challenging.  

3.  The Parents’ Association is an Important Source of Information.  Upon joining the Parents’ Association, you will receive a welcoming packet of information about the Air Force Academy, Air Force Academy life, and the Colorado Springs, CO area.  Our Club also maintains its own web site, located at www.usafapcnca.org.  The site can offer information about major events such as Parents’ Weekend, holidays, Graduation Week, and Parents’ Club activities.  The club publishes an annual directory of members to facilitate contact by mail, phone, or         e-mail.  A master e-mail list is also utilized for club-wide communication.  It’s almost certain that someone in the Club will be able to provide you with information or advice you’re seeking.   

4.  The Association Sponsors Frequent Events and Activities.   Each year, the Association has a full calendar of activities and events that it sponsors.  

A typical year includes the following:

· Appointee Luncheon in June - your introduction to the Academy and to the Parents’ Club (this year’s dinner is June 4, 2011 at the Hilton Garden Inn Baltimore/Arundel Mills).
· Picnic in July - takes place soon after the end of the first phase of BCT. (24 July, time, Oakton, VA)
· Parents’ Weekend Activities - the Parents’ Association sponsors activities during Parents’ Weekend, held at the Academy over Labor Day weekend. Activities include Thursday evening pizza social at USAFA Arnold Hall, Saturday morning breakfast at “Mitch’s” and the Saturday football game. 
· AFA vs. Navy Football Game - association sponsored group seating for October 1, 2011 football game.
· All Service Academies Holiday Ball - the sister clubs from the five service academies with their cadets and midshipmen and their families gather for the All Service Academies Ball.  It is a great evening, filled with pride, military ceremony, fine food, and live music for dancing in December 2011.
· Firstie Dinner - luncheon with grand company as we honor the parents of the graduating class. This dinner is open to all Club members and will occur next year in February.
· Spring Picnic - we celebrate the past year and share our cadets’ summer plans. This picnic is open to all Club members and usually occurs in May.
· Doolie Parents’ Activities - parents get together to send care packages to cadets for special times like Halloween, Valentine’s Day, or Exams.  
· Alumni Activities - this says as much about the Club as anything.  No one wants to leave, so the Alumni parents sponsor activities that are open to all Club members.  
5. The Association Provides Plenty of Opportunities for its Parent Members to Get Involved.  The most immediately visible opportunity for you to get involved as a new Association member from the Class of 2015 would be to volunteer to serve as the Representatives for the Class of 2015 either for Maryland or for Virginia/District of Columbia.  Additional information is contained in this Newsletter.  It’s a wonderful way to get acquainted with new families and learn USAFA talk.  As you can see from our activities, we can always use extra hands.  Don’t be shy.  We are a very friendly group, and we’d love to get you started.   

We hope to see you at the upcoming events of the U.S. Air Force Academy Parents’ Association of the National Capital Area.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call or e-mail me with your questions.  We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you into the Association. 

John Wagner & Susan Avjian
Co-Presidents 2011-2012
president@usafapcnca.org
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS WILL BE YOUR ONLY OFFER TO JOIN THE U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA.


Parents From the Incoming Class Of 2015 Are Needed To Volunteer As Class Reps For The Coming Year

The USAFA Parents’ Association needs volunteer Parent Class Representatives from the Class of 2015 USAFA cadets to assist in coordinating activities and disseminating information to other Class of 2015 parents.  Up to two sets of parents will represent and work with the other new parents who live in Maryland and up to two sets of parents will represent and work with the new parents who live in Virginia and the District of Columbia.  There are few formal responsibilities.  The two principal ones are to attend periodic USAFA Parents’ Association Executive Board Meetings (approximately 3-4 per year) and to assist the Parents’ Association in identifying and solving problems that parents of the incoming class typically encounter during their cadet’s first year at the academy.


Beyond these duties, the Class Reps will be encouraged by the Parents’ Association to use their own initiative to reach out to the other Class of 2015 USAFA Parents in their assigned area.  In the past, this has involved establishing telephone trees and e-mail addresses so that information can be passed among the Class parents quickly and efficiently. 


Past Class Reps have successfully organized potluck dinners and informal gatherings of other parents from their USAFA Class.  Some groups put together goodie bags for cadets prior to holidays or exams.    The possibilities are many.  The Parents’ Association will work with the Class Reps to develop and plan similar activities.

Selection Timeframe For 

Class Of 2015 Class Reps


The Class Representatives will be selected shortly after the June Appointee Luncheon.  The Executive Board wants to give ample opportunity for all new parents to volunteer for these two positions.  The Class Reps will be introduced at the Parents’ Association Family Picnic in mid-July.

Questions? ? ?


Want more information on what is involved in being a Class Rep?  Contact the USAFA Parents’ Club Co-President.

How Do I Apply? 


To submit your name(s) for consideration, please CONTACT us BY JULY 1, 2011:


Susan Avjian & John Wagner

Parents’ Association Co-Presidents 2011-2012
president@usafapcnca.org


Your Cadet is about to enter a new world with its own lingo and acronyms.  What follows is an excerpt from a longer glossary of terms put together by Lt. Col. Paul W. Edwards, a Washington Metro USAF Academy Liaison Officer and an Honorary Member of the USAFA Parents’ Association Board.  Hopefully this will help you begin to better understand what your cadet is trying to tell you.

USAFA or AFA


United States Air Force Academy or Air Force Academy - pronounced “You-Saw-Fuh” or  “Ah-Fuh”

Blue Zoo


The Air Force Academy (USAFA) -- derived from the tourists who watch cadet activities from the Chapel wall (‘Please don’t feed the Basics’)

C-Springs or COS

Colorado Springs or the Springs.  The three-letter designator COS is used in civilian flying to designate the airport at Colorado Springs.

Superintendent

The Academy Superintendent is the senior Commissioned officer at the Academy.  The current superintendent is Lt. Gen. John F. Regni (Class of ’73).

Comm


The Commandant of Cadets -- The senior Commissioned officer of the military portion of the Academy organization.  The current commandant is Brig. Gen. Susan Y. Desjardins (Class of ’80).

Dean


The Dean of the Faculty is the senior Commissioned officer of the academic portion of the Academy organization.  The current dean is Brig. Gen. Dana H. Born (Class of ’83).
Doolie


A new (Freshman) cadet. Synonymous with ‘SMACK’ (Soldier Minus Ability, Coordination, and Knowledge) and other less printable words.
Degree


Another way of describing the class of a cadet.  

Doolie(s)

Freshmen (Doolies) are Four-Degrees or 4°s; Sophomores are Three-Degrees or 3°s; Juniors are Two-Degrees or 2°s; and Seniors are Firsties or 1°s.

Canoe U


Air Force Academy name for the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland.
Hudson High


Air Force Academy name for the U.S. Military Academy (West Point), which is located on the Hudson River in New York.

A-Hall

Arnold Hall, the cadet recreation center (equivalent to a student center at a civilian campus) -- Also called ‘Arnie’s’ -- a place to get pizza, use pay telephones, and watch TV for those cadets (usually 4°s and 3°s) who lack passes or a way into Colorado Springs.

Mitch’s


The cadet dining facility, where cadets eat each meal with 4000 or so of their closest friends. Mitchell Hall is a big building in which all cadets are simultaneously served their meals.  Mitch’s is the world’s largest single service dining facility.

C-Store


Cadet Store where cadets can buy miscellaneous items.  There are two C-Stores -- one in Fairchild Hall (academic center) and the other in Vandenberg Hall (one of the two cadet dorms; Sijan Hall is the other).
Wing

The ‘student body’ of cadets.  The Wing is composed of about 4000 cadets divided into four Groups (1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th) of approximately 1000 cadets each.  Each of the four groups is further subdivided into  Squadrons (currently numbered 1-40).  Each squadron contains three Flights (A-, B-, and C-Flight) and each Flight contains 3 Elements of 10-11 cadets each.

The Wing is analogous to the Corps of Cadets at the U.S. Military Academy (West Point) and the Brigade of Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy (Annapolis).

CS

Cadet Squadron (followed by the number of the squadron, e.g., (CS-12).

AOC


Air Officer Commanding -- the commissioned officer assigned to each squadron of approximately 100-110 cadets.  The AOC represents the Academy party-line to the cadets, provides guidance and assistance to the upperclass cadets who actually run the squadron, and is the person you will talk with if your cadet has a problem or becomes one.  AOCs, who are often Academy graduates, are usually assigned to a squadron for a four-year period. 

CQ or CCQ


(Cadet) in Charge of Quarters -- an administrative military duty performed by a Third-Class (3-Degree, Sophomore) cadet in a cadet squadron.  The duty involves a lot of running around and paperwork.


Contrails

The handbook of Doolie (Fourth Class cadet) ‘knowledge’ that must be memorized by new cadets.  Also the white lines in the sky that are formed behind the engines of high flying jet aircraft.

Ac-Call or ACQ

Academic Call to Quarters - the four-hour period (Sunday through Thursday) between 1900 and 2300 Hours, when the dormitory halls are quiet and cadets are left alone to study.

GR


Graded Review exam. An important academic test that is equivalent to a mid-term exam in a civilian school.

Prog


A Progress report to cadets of their mid-semester academic grades.

EI


Extra Instruction (tutoring) that cadets get from their instructors.

Comm’s List


The list of cadets who have attained a superior MPA (Military Performance Average) during the previous semester. Cadets on the Comm’s List wear a silver wreath on their left side shirt pocket.

Dean’s List

All cadets who have attained a superior Grade Point Average in an academic semester are on the Dean’s List and wear a silver five-pointed star on the left pocket of their uniform during the semester following the award.
Ac Pro


Academic Probation.  This happens when a cadet’s grade point average falls below a 2.0 on a 4.0 system or when a cadet is flunking any subject. Ac Pro is a problem.

AMI


Pronounced ‘aam-mee’ (rhymes with ‘Sammy’). This is a week-day (Monday through Friday) morning A.M. Inspection of cadet rooms for cleanliness -- less stringent than SAMIs.
SAMI


Saturday A.M. Inspection. Pronounced ‘Sammy.’ This is THE big weekend inspection that keeps Doolies up late at night getting ready for it! Not a fun time for Doolies.

Spirit Mission


A motivational expression of class unity, teamwork, and having a good time at the expense of the upperclass (i.e., anything that your cadet does to get back at the upperclass, so long as it is a group activity of the Doolies in his or her element or squadron.)  Spirit missions are actually encouraged by the upperclass cadets.

Prop & Wings


The silver (gold if child of retired military) metal propeller and wings symbol worn on the flight caps of all “recognized” (i.e., upperclass) cadets at the Air Force Academy. Doolies get their Prop and Wings at a ceremony in the spring during their first year at the Academy. This major event in the life of a Doolie Cadet is known as Recognition. It symbolizes admission to the upperclass portion of the Cadet Wing and the beginning of more humane treatment.  It is a time for much self congratulation and celebration!  
When your cadet begins Basic Training (BCT or “Beast”), he or she will be called a “Basic Cadet,”  “Basic,” “Doolie” or some other less printable term. He or she will be assigned to a Squadron, and within that, a Flight and within that, an Element. The cadets within each element are selected by computer program to provide a maximum mix of gender, ethnicity, intelligence and brawn. You might doubt this when you see pictures because everyone looks just about the same due to the short haircuts and the uniforms. You’ll also probably even have trouble identifying your cadet. Really! How embarrassing! But it happens to everyone at some time or another.
In contrast to the Wing Squadrons which are known first by numbers, the BCT Squadrons are known by letters A through H and are called

Aggressors

Barbarians

Cobras

Demons

Executioners

Flying Tigers

Guts

Hellcats
Each squadron is composed of five flights, also designated by letters, A through E, that are not named. Each flight is made of three elements.  Each element is composed of 10-12 Basics.  The element is the smallest and most basic training unit of the squadron but are not noted separately.  The exact numbers may change according to the size of the class. You can do the math:
10 or 12 basics x 3 elements x 5 flights x 8 

Squadrons = 1,200-1,440 basic cadets.

So your Basic may be in A Squadron B Flight, or H Squadron E Flight or any other combination.  The cadets will stay in the same element throughout BCT. At the end of BCT, shortly before classes start, the Basics are “accepted” into the Wing and will be called “Cadets” They will move into their academic year squadrons.  At this point, just the Squadron is noted by number and maybe name. Flights and elements are not noted in the academic year squadrons.

This first year is known variously as Doolie year, 4 degree or 4° year. Generally every flight will move together to the forty (40) Wing Squadrons. Aggressors, Flight A will go to CS 01 (Cadet Squadron 01,) Aggressors Flight B will go to CS02 and so on. Upperclassmen make up the other three quarters of each squadron.  The squadrons are organized by tens into four Squadron Groups that make up the Cadet Wing, presently about 4400 cadets strong. After the first year, the fourth degree class is scrambled and the cadets are assigned to new squadrons, where they generally remain for their next three years. 

These are all general guides. For a number of years, there were 36 squadrons, but with the class of 2010 the Wing was brought to 40 squadrons again. This was to provide more training experiences for more upperclassmen, as well as to provide closer supervision of and training of the Basics. Other changes are made as the Academy feels necessary

GENERAL INFORMATION

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA

PURPOSE:

The Association is a non-profit organization and shall not financially benefit the officers or other members of the Association.  

The purpose of the Association is to promote a better understanding of the United States Air Force Academy among members, prospective members and non-members and to provide a system of mutual support among the parents of Cadets; past, present and future.  To achieve this purpose, the Association provides:


1.
Assistance, encouragement, and support to the cadet sons and daughters of members.


2.
Information and assistance to each other in matters pertaining to cadets.


3.
Information and encouragement to parents of prospective cadets.


4.
Assistance to the Academy Liaison Officers assigned to the Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Northern Virginia area.


5.
A variety of meetings, forums and information distribution formats during which Association business is conducted, informational exchanges among members on matters of common interest are facilitated, and social interaction is encouraged.

MEMBERSHIP:

Any parent or guardian of an appointee, cadet or graduate of the Academy or its Preparatory School residing in the Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Northern Virginia area shall be eligible for membership in the Association as defined in the By-Laws. The Membership year begins on 1 July and ends on 30 June or with Graduation.

MEMBERSHIP DUES:

Except as noted below, dues for parents or guardians of Academy Cadets are payable in a flat fee for the four years the Cadet is enrolled in the Academy.  If a cadet outprocesses before the Acceptance Parade following Basic Cadet Training (BCT), the parents or guardians receive a full refund.  If a Cadet outprocesses before Recognition in the spring of his/her Fourth Class Year, the parents receive a 50% refund.  Thereafter, prorated refunds may be granted at the discretion of the Executive Board on an individual basis only upon written request by the parents or guardians involved.

1. Stop Out -- Membership may be extended for one or two additional years while the Cadet is on Stop Out (Cadet elects to interrupt Academy attendance, e.g., to participate in a church-related mission assignment).  

2. USAFA Preparatory School Students -- Parents or guardians may join for one year.

3. USAFA Alumni -- Parents or guardians are eligible to continue their membership, upon payment of dues.  Payment of alumni dues for five years entitles alumni members to Ex-officio status.

4. Parents or guardians of Academy Cadets who move into the National Capital Area pay pro-rated dues according to the number of years their cadet has left until graduation.

PAYMENT OF DUES:

Payment of full four-year dues entitles the member to receive a membership roster, two club name tags, eligibility to attend club events, a copy of the Cadet Parent Guide, the latest copy of the Association Constitution and By-Laws, and all announcements from the Association (usually via e-mail).

USAFA PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION
OF THE

NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM- Class of 2015
First and Last Names of Parents: ____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

(Print the names as you want them to appear in the Membership Directory and on your name badges.)

Parents’ Address: _______________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Parents’ Home Phone: (        ) ___________________   

Parents’ E-mail Address:  _________________________________________________________________




  

   (Please provide one e-mail that is checked on a regular basis.)

Cadet’s legal First and Last Names:  _________________________________________________________

Cadet Box Number: _____________ Squadron Number: ______________ 

Name Cadet would like to be called and how you want it to appear on your name badge and membership roster:   ________________________________                 Cadet’s Birthday: ______________________

MEMBERSHIP DUES


Class of ’15   4-year Membership    $120

ADDITIONAL NAME BADGE ORDER (Two name badges are included in dues when paying full $120)
Additional club name badges are available for $8.00 each.  Additional Quantity Ordered: _________​_

Please print name(s) as you would like them to appear on the additional name badges:  _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

WE NEED YOUR HELP

VOLUNTEER: I (we) would be interested in working on a committee or becoming a board member of the Parent’s Club. YES: ______ NO: ______   Committee or Board position: ________________

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
USAFA PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION
SEND CHECK AND THIS APPLICATION TO:

USAFA PC NCA Membership Director
Ann Tutundjian,  5303 10th Street N.,  Arlington, VA 22205
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CLASS OF 2015 CLASS REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED!





The USAFA Parents’ Association is a volunteer organization whose purpose is to support other parents in our local area who have cadets attending USAFA. There are always plenty of opportunities to help out, both large and small! You can help out with a single event, e.g., help plan or organize an Association event, prepare an event program, coordinate dinner decorations, help with event set-up or take-down; occasionally telephone a set of parents (e.g., a USAFA group is traveling to our area and we are asked to provide housing for these cadets); assist with preparing information to be inserted into our web site; or be an event photographer. INTERESTED?  Indicate your willingness to volunteer on your membership application or contact our Membership Director: �Ann Dickinson-Tutundjian at 703-841-4992 or email Ann at annt.tomd@verizon.net





OTHER VOLUNTEERS ALSO NEEDED! 





A Short Primer On Cadet Lingo & Acronyms


Understanding “You-Saw-Fuh”  Talk
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BREAKING THE  “CODE” AT BCT
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Don’t Wait


Join Now for Important Information


About Parents’ Weekend Activities,


 Hotel Rooms,


July Picnic


For Club Members-Only





FALCON FLASH 	2011





�




















Four-year membership pays dues through the cadet’s graduation about June 1, 2015. 
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